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Growing up in northeastern Ohio, Laurel Marazita 
developed a deep love of making music.  At age seven she 

began taking piano lessons; in 
sixth grade she was tapped by a 
music teacher to learn to play 
the bassoon to fill a void in the 
school band; and in high school 
she served as a percussionist in 
the marching band. It was also 
while in the early years of high 
school that a piano teacher 
suggested to Laurel that she 
learn to play the organ. 

According to Laurel the teacher stressed that “organists can 
always find jobs” and that a job playing the organ could help 
her later with college expenses. So when she could drive 
and transport herself to a location with an organ where she 
could practice, Laurel began organ lessons. Shortly 
thereafter her teacher was proven to be correct. Laurel, 

while she was still in high school, was offered an 
organist job in a local church—a job she kept 
throughout her college years at Kent State. 
 
While at Kent State, Laurel studied and earned a degree 
in environmental science. Why not music? Says Laurel, 
her older brother was pursuing an education and career 
in music, and she wanted to do something different. 
Later she would also study to be a paralegal. She 
currently is working as a legal assistant at a local 
Columbus law firm. 
 
But if music has not been Laurel’s main vocation it has 
always been an avocation. Prior to becoming the 
organist at St. Francis of Assisi, Laurel played organ at 
three Protestant churches in the Columbus area. One of 
the reasons she applied for the St. Francis organist 
position when it became available in 2009 is that the  
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LAUREL MARAZITA NAMED ST. FRANCIS’ CHOIR DIRECTOR 

 MEET ST. FRANCIS’ NEW PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Last February seven dedicated parishioners volunteered to fill solely or 
jointly five vacant Parish Council seats. The brief descriptions and 
photos below will help you to place names with faces and to get to know 
a little better your representatives to parish council.  In addition a 
student representative—Sophia Brown—was added to council. 
 
Amy Heilmann Rocco 

Amy, who earned degrees in physical 
therapy and hospital administration 
from The Ohio State University, 
currently serves as the Regional 
Director of Operations for HCR 
Manor Care/Heartland 
Rehabilitation. Her territory includes 
Columbus and Toledo as well as 

Kentucky. She was responsible for developing the 
Physical Therapy Assistant program offered at Central 
Ohio Technical College and the Newark Branch of The 
Ohio State University. For 10 years Amy has volunteered 
with the United States Association of Independent 
Gymnastic Clubs’ Sports Medicine Advisory Committee 
and National Camps. She has served as the State of Ohio 

Physical Therapy Board Chair for 15 years. Amy 
participated in the St. Francis of Assisi RCIA program in 
2013 after which she joined her husband, Dr. Hank 
Rocco, as a member of our parish.   
 
John and Elise Ryan 
John and Elise Ryan were married in the summer of 

2012 (at Immaculate 
Conception Parish in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania), 
and they joined St. Francis 
shortly afterward.  John grew
-up in Fremont, Ohio, and he 
graduated from The Ohio 
State School of Architecture 
in 2004.  After completing 
his Master of Architecture 
degree from the University of 

Pennsylvania, he taught architecture and design for 
two years at Bowling Green State University.  
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He now works for Jonathan Barnes Architecture and  
Design in downtown Columbus.  Elise grew-up in the 
Pittsburgh area, where her parents, brother, and 
grandparents still reside.  She graduated from the 
University of Pittsburgh with degrees in English 
literature and Russian language and literature, and she is 
now completing her PhD in English Literature at Indiana 
University.  They live in Victorian Village. 
 
Nick Quelette 
Nick Quelette has been a parishioner at St. Francis of 

Assisi since 1987.  He is a 
retired firefighter for the 
City of Columbus and a 
former elected official in 
Franklin County.  At St. 
Francis Nick has worked 
bingo (back in the day); 
cooked for the annual 

"Penne Pasta/Mardi Gras” dinner; been a member of the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society; and worked with  J.O.I.N. 
(Joint Organization for Inner city Needs).  According to 
Nick, “I have had opportunities to work with people that 
many of you know and respect.  I have learned a great 
deal from them and received much Grace.” He sees his 
work on parish council as a way of giving back to a 
church that his given him so much. Continues Nick, “I 
am committed to Our Lord Jesus Christ, St. Francis of 
Assisi Parish, and all of YOU, and I will work in earnest 
to continue the good works and ongoing efforts of St. 
Francis of Assisi Church.”   
 

Frank Conway and Bill Keller 
Prior to moving to the Columbus area, Frank was a 
member of St. Patrick’s Parish in London, OH, where he 
attended St. Patrick’s Grade School. As a parishioner, he 
was a server, greeter, lector and member of the St. 

Patrick’s School Board. Since 
joining St. Francis, he has 
served in various ministries 
and on the finance council for 
nine years, until he resigned 
in Dec. of 2012. 

 
Bill was confirmed in the 
Catholic faith at St. Francis 

during the Easter Vigil in 2003. Since joining the parish, 
he has served as a greeter and participated in various 
projects, including replacing the wooden  statue of St. 
Francis by crafting a new one. He has worked in the 
financial aid profession for the last 26 years.   

 
Frank and Bill look forward to working with other 
members of the council and members of the parish to make 
recommendations to our Pastor. 
 
Barb Finan 
Barb is retired from over twenty years of teaching theology 

at Ohio Dominican University.  
While at St. Francis of Assisi, she 
has served as a lector, Eucharistic 
Minister, and member of the choir 
and also helped with RCIA and the 
Lenten lectures. For several years 
Barb has been an active and valued 
member of the St. Francis of Assisi 
Book Discussion Group. According 
to Barb, “For better or for worse, I 
am always eager to share my 

insights and convictions.“ 

 

Sophia Brown 
Sophia Brown is a sophomore at The Metro High School in 

Columbus. She has been a 
member of St. Francis since 
birth. She is interested in 
being part of parish council to 
further participation in the 
church and to offer the 
perspective of younger 

parishioners. Says Sophia, “Saint Francis has been a huge 
part of my life and I’d love to be a help.”  
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church is close to her place of employment, and she can 
drive over at lunch time to play. Another was that her 
husband John, a professor at Ohio Dominican University, 
and her two girls, Annie and Carrie, are Catholic. So now 
the family is able to spend their Sunday mornings 
together. 
 
Now Laurel faces a new challenge—being both organist 
and choir director at St. Francis of Assisi. Her goal as 
choir director is to make music an even more intrinsic 
part of the worship service and to involve the 
congregation in that process. Laurel firmly believes that 
music is appreciated by everyone and is “better than 
therapy.” She invites anyone with an interest in enriching 
St. Francis’ music tradition as a choir member, as an 
instrumentalist, or as a member of the congregation to 
contact her and share their ideas. Her door is always open! 
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CELEBRATION of FIRST COMMUNION 

This year three individuals  took part in St. Francis of Assisi’s 
RCIA program. Following are brief bios of each.  
 
Jon Guldenzopf received the Sacrament of 

Confirmation and the Eucharist at 
the Easter Vigil. He is a husband, 
father of two children, and 
architect. St. Francis is his 
neighborhood church.  He was 
married at St. Francis and both of 
his children were baptized at the 
church. John states that his wife 
and children were influential in his 
decision to become a Catholic.  He 

plans to participate in parish life along with his wife and 
children.  Jon describes the role God plays in his life as 
being central to his daily balance and peace.   
 
Taylor Hiles was baptized and received Confirmation 

and the Eucharist at the Easter Vigil.  
She was a nursing student at Capital 
and graduated this past spring 
semester.  Taylor came to St. 
Francis because of the inclusive 
atmosphere.  The person most 
influential in Taylor’s decision to 
become Catholic was Gloria 
Righter, her Nana.  Taylor moved 

back to Springfield after graduation but hopes to return 
to St. Francis periodically to visit.  Taylor  says she feels 
God is always present and moving in her life.   
 
Tera Kovar as an infant was baptized in the Catholic 
Church. Therefore, she participated in a separate 
ceremony performed  at St. Joseph’s Cathedral by 
Bishop Campbell at the end of March. During the 

ceremony she was confirmed and 
received the Eucharist.  Tera is a 
veterinary technician who works 
with pets who have cancer. She 
has two dogs of her own.  Tera’s 
father took her to church in her 
younger years.  After his death, 
she was searching for a 
community where she felt she 
belonged. She came to St. Francis 
because she knows someone in 
the parish. After some coaxing, 

Tera attended Mass and inquired about RCIA.  Tera 
hopes to welcome newcomers to St. Francis and share 
her RCIA experience with them.  Tera describes the 
role God plays in her life as guiding her through daily 
decision and actions.   
 
Welcome Jon, Taylor and Tera! 

THREE  PARTICIPATE in RITE of CHRISTIAN INITIATION 

First Communion is always a joyous occasion and this year was no exception as four of St. Francis of Assisi’s young 
parishioners received the Sacrament at the 9:00 a.m. Mass on May 11th. Congratulations to our first 
Communicants —Joshua Conroy, Jack Guldenzopf, Phoebe Guldenzopf, and Denison Murphy—and to their 
families. 
 

With Father Fritzner: Phoebe 
Guldenzopf, Joshua Conroy, Jack 
Guldenzopf, and Denison Murphy 

With Theresa Terndrup, Coordinator of the 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd program 



 
 

St. francis of assisi 

church 
 

386 Buttles Avenue 
Columbus, OH 43215 

Email: office@sfacolumbus.org 
Phone: (614) 299-5781 
Web: SFAColumbus.org 

 
Join us for Mass 

Sunday: 9:00 am and 11:00 am 
Tuesday-Fridays: 6:00 pm 

Holy Days: 6:00 pm on Holy Day 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Fridays: 5:30 pm 

 
THANKS to Dee Printing for its donation 

of  the printing of our newsletters. 
 

Contact the office if you wish to help 
support distribution costs for upcoming 

newsletter issues. 

Since the beginning of the year St. Francis of Assisi has lost 
three individuals who contributed to the life, ministries, and 
support of the parish. We will miss them. 
 
Marlene Palencar — Marlene died on February 
24, 2014, after battling bouts of cancer over the last 
30 years.  She had been a parishioner at St. Francis 
since the days when Msgr. John Cody was pastor.  
Marlene was an active parishioner involved in a 
variety of ministries.  Back in the day she worked the 
concession stand for bingo on a regular basis.  
Marlene was a collection counter once a month, a 
member of the Lazarus Committee where she 
generously shared her recipes with all, an office 
volunteer answering phone calls and completing 
sacramental registry items, a baker of cookies for 
Kairos and Christmas cookie tins, as well as helping 
to clean the church.  Most of all, Marlene was very 
devoted to her grandchildren Sophia and Spencer and 
included them in her activities whenever possible. 
 
 
Bill  “Red” Scharlott —Bill died on January 27, 
2014, after a lengthy battle with lung cancer.   He 

grew up in the neighborhood by St. Francis and 
was a long time parishioner.  He was active in St. 
Francis Seniors and in Flytown Club and held the 
position of Sunshine Guy for GAC and Flytown.  
This past year Bill was president of St. Francis 
Seniors.  He also served as secretary and people 
told him they came to the meeting to listen to 
him read the minutes as he used his imagination 
to increase interest.  Fran and Bill were married 
in 1970 and they started their own home 
improvement company in 1976. 
 
Phyllis Heubel —Phyllis passed away on April 
24.  A resident of Westminster Thurber, Phyllis 
and her husband Herm had returned to 
Columbus in 2009 to be near their daughter— 
parishioner Jan Rosenfield. As a member of St. 
Francis of Assisi Phyllis faithfully participated in 
the St. Francis Book Discussion Group bringing 
wisdom and wit to the group’s conversations. 
Phyllis wanted to be remembered as happy, 
compassionate, and caring and that she was. 
 

IN MEMORIAM 


